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The Mitsubishi Lancer is a compact car that first went on sale in
February 1973. It featured an aerodynamically efficient low-nose
style and long, wide chassis of tough and very stable monocoque
construction. Its engine employed Mitsubishi’s original MCA
(Mitsubishi Clean Air) system. This engine allowed the Lancer to
become the world’s first automobile to win certification as an
environmentally-friendly vehicle under the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) new 1973 standards. Early generation
Lancers had a reputation as being pleasurable to drive and also
very dependable, making them ideal cars for long road trips. The
name “Lancer” was given to the car to evoke a romantic, elite
image of the lance-armed knights of Medieval Europe’s Age of
Chivalry.

The second-generation Lancer, developed on a design concept of
combining best size with best quality, first went on sale in April
1979. The “EX” subname is an abbreviation of “Exceed”, and was
added to suggest that this second model Lancer was even better
than the first. The Lancer EX had simple styling with straight lines
and flat surfaces, employing an octagonally cross-sectioned body
that allowed for large windows and a roomy passenger
compartment. Two types of engine were available: the
MCA-JET-equipped Orion and the Saturn 80. The car also
featured a new type of 4-link rear suspension and highly
responsive handling.

The 1800 Turbo made its appearance in October 1981. Its G62B
Sirius 80 engine was fitted with an electronic control
distributor-type injection (ECI) fuel system and a TCOS5 model
turbocharger specifically designed by Mitsubishi Heavy Industries
to be mated with the G62B. The engine’s maximum power output
was 135PS, while the electrojet ECI-refined Sirius 1800 turbo
engine powering the intercooler-equipped 1800 Turbo GSR was
capable of squeezing out 160PS.

Development of the 2000 Turbo began in April 1981 as a model
targeting a European market. Its 4G63 engine produced some
170ps of power, but because of compliance issues with Japanese
environmental protection emissions regulations at the time, it was
not officially marketed in Japan.

The Lancer 2000 Turbo made its debut on the World Rally
Championship (WRC) circuit at the 1981 Acropolis Rally, going
on to participate in all of the European Round WRC races that
season. This provided developers with a valuable opportunity to
fine-tune and perfect the machine’s engineering. At the WRC 1982
season-opening “1000 Lakes Rally” in Finland, a Lancer 2000
Turbo finished in third place with local WRC legend Pentti
Airikkala at the wheel.
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Please refer to the attached sheet for details on photo-etched parts and seat belt assembly.
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